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contributions are liberal. I remember hearing years
ago of a native church in Calcutta agreeing, without a
dissentient voice, to give a month's salary for the erection
of their new church building—an act of liberality which
has been seldom equalled in our country.
Much has been said about the compound system, as it
has been called—Christians living together apart from
the heathen, and in most cases in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the missionary's residence. Much has been
said, I think unjustly, in condemnation of this arrange-
ment It is not the hot-bed, which it has been called,
in which robust Christian character cannot be produced.
Native Christians, thus living together, hold constant
intercourse with the heathen in the business of life, and
are at the same time saved from the peculiar trials and
temptations incident to living among Hindus and
Muhammadans. So far as native Christians make their
light to shine, it will be well seen by the heathen though
their dwellings be apart. One great advantage of living
in a mission compound, near the place of worship and
the missionary's residence, is that wives and children can
regularly attend public worship, and can come under the
teaching of the missionary, and especially the missionary's
wife, as otherwise they could not have come. For a
time we had quite a number of native Christians in our
compound at Benares, who paid a small rent for their
houses, and went out every day to attend to their respec-
tive callings. If they had lived in the city I cannot
conceive how mothers and children could have attended
• worship as they did, or how my wife could have taught
the children and held constant intercourse with the
women. Because living in the compound, it does not
follow that they are dependent on the mission for

